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The  main  theme  for  the  12th  World  Conference  of  Historical  Cities  has  been  decided  as  

"Succession  of  Historical  City  with  Creative  Revitalization".  The  following  is  the  contents  

of  the  presentation  made  by  Mr.  Yukio  Nishimura,  the  member  of  the  Planning  Commitee  

for  the  12th  Conference  at  the  board  meeting  in  order  to  seek  approval  about  this  theme.  

The  Secretariat  hopes  the  following  helps  readers  understand  the  main  theme  well.

In   1994,   experts   from   various   culture   areas  
throughout   the   world   gathered   in   the   City   of  
Nara   to   hold   the   Nara   Conference   on  
Authenticity   in   Relation   to   the  World   Heritage  
Convention,   a   very   meaningful   international  
expert  meeting  on  cultural  heritage.  The  experts  
discussed   the   value   of   cultural   heritage   and   the  
evaluation   of   its   authenticity.   Compared   with  
"stone   culture",   which   has   considerable  
durability,   we   have   difficulty   in   conserving  
"wood  culture"  as   it   is.  Therefore,  some  experts  
and   scholars   have   not   expressed   favorable  
opinions   about   the   authenticity   of   "wooden  
culture"   in   the   past.  At   this   international   expert  
meeting,   it   was   agreed   that   the   value   and  
authenticity   attributed   to   heritage   should   be  
made  from  a  more  comprehensive  point  of  view,  
including   the   material   aspect   and   the   cultural  
context   of   each   property.   This   was   an   epoch-
making   agreement   that   caused   a   stir   in   the  
conventional   concept   of   the   authenticity   of  
heritage.   It  was   understood   at   this  meeting   that  
the   value   of   Japanese   traditional   wooden  
structures  is  common  to  humankind.  A  report  on  
the   international   expert   meeting   entitled   The  
Nara   Document   on   Authenticity   plays   an  
important  role  in  the  evaluation  of  today's  world  
heritage.   Researchers   throughout   the   world  
acknowledged  the  existence  of  cultural  diversity  
at   the   meeting.   In   1998,   a   large   number   of  
wooden   inheritances   that  Nara   is  proud  of  were  
recognized   as   Historic   Monuments   of   Ancient  
Nara   and   registered   as  world   heritage.  This   has  
opened   the   way   for   the   registration   of   a   large  
number  of  wooden  structures  as  world  heritage.
This  document  says,  "Cultural  heritage  diversity  
exists   in   time   and   space,   and   demands   respect  
for   other   cultures   and   all   aspects   of   their   belief  
systems."   The   document   proposes   that   respect  
for   cultural   diversity   demands   acknowledgment  
of   the   legitimacy   of   the   cultural   values   of   all  
parties  in  the  world.  This  is  a  strong  message  to  
world  peace.

A  number  of  arrangements  made  progress  for  the  
decade   in   order   to   apply   the   principle   of   The  
Nara  Document  on  Authenticity   to   the  practical  
preservation   of   the   cultural   heritage.   Most   of  
them   attached   importance   to   tangible   cultural  
heritage.  During  the  period,  however,  there  was  a  
rise  in  experts'  consciousness  of  the  protection  of  
intangible  cultural  heritage  and  the  interaction  of  
tangible   and   intangible   cultural   heritage.   In  
2004,   another   International   Conference   on   the  
Safeguarding  of  Tangible  and  Intangible  Cultural  
Heritage:   Towards   an   Integrated  Approach   was  
held  in  the  City  of  Nara.  The  participants  of  the  
conference   adopted   the   Yamato   Declaration   on  
Integrated   Approaches   for   Safeguarding  
Tangible   and   Intangible   Cultural   Heritage.   The  
Yamato   Declaration   appeals   for   the   importance  
of   intangible   cultural   heritage,   and   advocates  
that  the  protection  of  intangible  cultural  heritage  
should   be   discussed   with   the   recognition   of   its  
peculiarity   kept   in   mind   while   attaching  
importance   to   the   relation  between   tangible  and  
intangible  cultural  heritage  and  the  interaction  of  
tangible  and  intangible  cultural  heritage.

Why  were  these  two  conferences  held  in  the  City  
of   Nara?   The   reason   is   that   Nara   is   a   treasure  
house   of   intangible   cultural   heritage   as   well   as  
tangible   cultural   heritage   including   wooden  
construction   heritage.   Nara   is   aware   of   its  
mission  to  continue  transmitting  the  purposes  of  
these  two  conferences  proudly  to  the  world.
The  cultures  of  ethnic  minorities  are  suppressed  
and   some   cultures   are   destroyed   because   of  
religious  opposition  in  the  world,  which  leads  to  
regional  conflict.  On  the  other  hand,  the  spirit  of  
The   Nara   Document   on   Authenticity   and   the  
Yamato  Declaration   are   very  meaningful   to   the  
world's  people  when  they  create  an  environment  
where  they  acknowledge  the  diversity  of  cultures,  
respect  cultures  different  from  theirs,  and  coexist.
I  think  living  symbiotically  (i.e.,  living  together)  
is  a  message  that  will  be  a  great  peaceful  weapon  
to  appeal  for  peace  in  contemporary  society.

The   City   of   Nara   inaugurated   its   Planning  
Committee   for   the   12th   Conference.   The  
Committee   has   held   four   conferences   since  
September   last   year   to   study   and   decide   the  
themes  of  the  12th  Conference.  The  members  of  
the   Committee   discussed   in   the   hope   that   the  
main   theme   would   be   suitable   to   this  
international   conference   to   be   held   in   Nara,  
which  has  a  history  of  1,300  years,  and  contain  
strong   message   perfectly   complementing   Nara.  
After  the  discussions,  the  Committee  decided  the  
main   theme   to  be  Succession  of  Historical  City  
with  Creative  Revitalization.
A   standardized   system  will   be   established   soon  
for  the  preservation  of  the  cultural  heritage  of  the  
world's   historical   cities   with   the   understanding  
and  cooperation  of  citizens.  This  is  a  result  of  the  
constant,   long-year   effort   of   people   concerned  
with  the  cultural  heritage.
However,  there  has  been  no  concrete  decision  on  
how  to  utilize  the  preserved  cultural  heritage  for  
the  future,  for  which  a  large  number  of  countries  
are  grouping.  The  ideal  future  of  a  historical  city  
is   not   the   restoration   of   the   city's   sights   of   the  
past  or   the   reproduction  of   the  city's   sights  of  a  
certain  period  in  the  past.
The  City  of  Nara  is  known  as  a  historical  city  to  
which   Japan's   capital  was   relocated  1,300  years  
ago,   and   has   a   large   amount   of   cultural   assets  
including  the  world  heritage.  What  we  have  been  
protecting  and  handing  down  from  generation  to  
generation   is   the   essence   of   Nara   that   ancient  
people  created.  The  essence  has  been  maintained  
successfully.  The  reason  is  that  Nara  was  already  
a   city   of   a   worldwide   fame   that   was   proud   of  
advanced  culture  1,300  years  ago.
It  can  be  said  that  a  city  with  traditional  culture  
has  potential  energy  to  produce  something  avant-
garde.   Tradition   grows   luster   in   contrast   to   the  
vanguard   of   culture.   Historical   cities   have  
potential   energy.   While   leaving   the   history   of  
humankind   in   a   certain   form,   we   must  
concentrate   modern   wisdom   for   the   brighter  
future   of   historical   cities.   I   hope   that   the   12th  
Conferencewill  provide  us  with  an  opportunity  to  
discuss   from  various  angles  what   should  be  done  
to  create  new  culture  while  the  world's  historical  
cities  inherit  their  unique  local  culture.
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The   Symposium   named   "Guided   by   the   Past:  A   Symposium   on  Historic   Preservation   in  

Kyoto  and  Boston"  was  held  at  First  floor  Theater  at  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  Boston  

on  24  August,  sponsored  by  the  City  of  Kyoto,  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  Japan  Society  of  

Boston.   The   following   is   the   report   about   the   symposium   by  Mr.   Kirk   Sykes,   one   of   the  

panelist  of  the  symposium,  President  of  Urban  Strategy  America  Fund  &  New  Boston  Fund.

This   symposium   celebrated   the   50th  
Anniversary   of   the   Boston-Kyoto   Sister   City  
relationship.   What   might   have   been   a  
ceremonial   meeting   between   The   Honorable  
Thomas   Menino,   Mayor   of   Boston   and   the  
Honorable   Daisaku   Kadokawa,   Mayor   of  
Kyoto   evolved   into   an   exciting   exchange   of  
International  Heritage.  Japanese  and  American  
planners,   architects   and   government   officials  
found  common  ground  in  their  respective  love  
for   their   countries,   preservation   and   heritage.  
The   Japan   American   Society   of   Boston   in  
Association   with   the   Cities   of   Kyoto   and  
Boston   were   the   conveners   of   this   fantastic  
event   held   at   the   Federal   Reserve   Bank   of  
Boston  on  August  26,  2009.

The   most   notable   aspect   of   the   symposium  
was  the  contrast  in  the  scale  of  the  presentation  
topics.   The   Kyoto   presentations   were   more  
consistent   in   their   focus  on   the   importance  of  
the   Kyo-Machiya,   the   traditional   Kyoto  
townhouse.  Toshinori  Terada,  Director,  Urban  
Planning  Bureau  for  the  City  of  Kyoto  looked  
at   the   role   of   the   traditional   house   from   a  
neighborhood   scale,   considering   how   these  
historic   districts   and   their   residents   affect   the  
city   overall.     Yoshifumi  Muneta,   Professor   of  
Urban   Planning   at   Kyoto   Prefectural  
University   spoke   of   the   importance   of  
preserving   the   architectural   heritage   of   these  
townhouses  and   its  effect  on  cultural   tourism.        
However,   it   may   have   been   Fusae   Kojima,  
President   of   the   Kyo-Machiya   Study   Group,  
who  married  into  a  family  that  owned  a  Kyo-
Machiya   and   began   to   learn   and   live   the  
heritage   of   these   homes   first   hand,   that   best  
conveyed  their  importance  in  Japanese  culture.      
In  simple  terms,  it  appeared  to  Fusae  a  matter  
of   living   Kyoto   culture   one   house   and   one  
family  at  a  time.

The   presentations   by   the   Bostonians   were  
collectively   broader   and   covered   everything  
from  the  conversion  of  a  historic  prison  into  a  

boutique   hotel   to   the   effect   of   submerging  
Boston's   highway   and   its   effect   on   the  
preservation   of   its   historic   districts.         Kairos  
Shen,   Chief   Planner   for   the   City   of   Boston  
spoke   of   Boston's   preservation   efforts   at   the  
city   scale.  Ann   Beha,   Principal   of  Ann   Beha  
Architects,  spoke  of  her  creative  and  adaptive  
reuse  of  Boston's  oldest  existing  prison   into  a  
vibrant   social   center   for   Boston's   historic  
Beacon  Hill.   I  was   fortunate   enough   to   share  
the  presentation  that  I  made  to  many  of  you  in  
Konya   at   the   11th   World   Conference   of     
Historical   Cities   on   Boston's   "Big   Dig"  
highway   submersion.   Our   moderator   Andrea  
Leers   skillfully   lead   the   Boston   presenters  
through   a   process   that   revealed   that   all   of   us  
were   engaging   in   creative   manipulation   of     
current   uses,   neighborhoods,   regulations   and  
planning  to  create  a  Boston  that  recognizes  it's  
past  in  new  and  innovative  ways  that  uniquely  
reflect   Boston's   and   America's   need   to   keep  
moving  forward.

Professor   Leers   pointed   out   the   relevance   of  
the   intimate   relationship   with   the   Kyoto  
townhouse   and   its   similarities   to   Boston's  
efforts   to   restore   entire   historic   districts.     
While   both   Boston   and   Kyoto   cherish   their  
heritage  and  have  put  strict  policies  in  place  to  
preserve   special   districts,   both   cities   are   also  
grappling  with   the  challenges  of  21st  Century  
urban   living.   Accommodation   of   cars,  
commerce   and   population   growth   are  
conversations  that  both  cities  are  engaged  in.  It  
was  Ms.  Kojima  who  had  the  revelation  that  it  
is  the  relationship  between  a  citizen  and  his  or  
her   house   that   is   the   essence   of   the   City.     
Whether   it   is   the  Kyo-Machiya   townhouse  or  
the   Boston   Brownstown,   it   is   these   minute  
associations  magnified  by  thousands  of  people  
that   creates   the   character   of   the  City.  Beyond  
this   intimate   scale,   it   is   the   creativity   with  
which   we   address   the   large   scale   planning  
issues  that  lets  the  City's  character  shine.

Mr.Toshinori Terada, Director of 

Urban Planning Bureau, City of Kyoto

Mr.Yoshifumi Muneta, Prof. of Urban 

Planning, Kyoto Prefectural University

Left: Mr. Kairos Shen, Chief Planner of City of Boston

Right: Mr. Kirk Sykes, writer of this report

Ms. Fusae Kojima, President, 

Kyo-machiya Revitalization Study Group

Mr. Daisaku Kadokawa, President of the League of Historical Cities,

Mayor of Kyoto
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Boston   is   a   city   that   prides   itself   on   its   history  

while   embracing   the   future.      From   the   oldest  

subway   station   in   America   and   the   sight   of   the  

Boston  Tea  Party  to  its  cutting  edge  hospitals  and  

technology  firms,  the  City  seamlessly  knits  its  past  

into   the   future.     But  Boston  did  not  always  value  

its  history.    The  preservation  movement  in  Boston  

was   formed   as   a   reaction   to   inner   city  

disinvestment   and   urban   renewal   in   the   1960s  

when   many   historic   buildings   and   whole  

neighborhoods  were  torn  down.

When   Boston   was   settled   in   1630,   the   landmass  

was   significantly   smaller   than   it   is   today.      The  

original  land  form  dictated  a  spider-web-like  street  

alignment.      As   neighborhoods   such   as   the   Back  

Bay   and   the  South  End  were   built   on   land   fill   in  

the   mid-1800s,   street   grids   were   put   into   place,  

often  at  incongruous  angles  to  the  original  network  

of  roads  creating  interesting  and  memorable  urban  

places.      These   street   patterns   not   only   reveal   the  

history  of  Boston  but  are  a  critical  element  of   the  

physical  character  and  shape  on  which  the  city  was  

built   and   they   are   as   valuable   as   the   individual  

buildings  which  together  form  the  fabric  of  the  city.

Boston   approaches   historic   preservation   by   two  

means:   the   city   has   approximately   7,000  

individually  landmarked  buildings  and  12  separate  

landmarked   districts.     This   dual   approach   defines  

clear   boundaries   for   the   historic   neighborhoods  

and  protects  their  character  while  allowing  greater  

latitude   for   new   development   outside   these  

districts.    Boston's  tallest  towers  have  sprouted  up  

next  to  and  surrounded  by  some  of  the  city's  most  

historic  buildings  and   they  stretch  carefully  down  

along  the  east-west  spine  of  the  city,  between  two  

of  the  largest  landmarked  neighborhoods:  the  Back  

Bay  and  the  South  End.    

Quincy  Market,  originally  built   in  1826  as  a   food  

distribution  center,  had  fallen  into  disrepair  by  the  

1970s.   The   city   embarked   on   an   ambitious  

restoration   effort   which   was   completed   in   1975,  

and  it  has  served  as  a  national  model  for  downtown  

historic   revitalizations.      The   buildings   were  

restored  and  given  new  life  as  a  hub  for   the  retail  

and  emerging  tourism  economy.    New  additions  to  

the   original   market   building   were   modern   and  

distinct,  allowing  visitors  to  appreciate  the  original  

form  and  character.

Trinity   Church   and   the   John   Hancock   Tower  

exemplify   Boston's   blend   of   historic   preservation  

and  the  City's  emergence  as  a  modern  metropolis.     

Trinity  Church,  built  in  1877  and  designed  by  H.H.  

Richardson,  is  the  centerpiece  of  Copley  Square  in  

Boston.     The   church  was   the   archetype   of   a   new  

architectural  style,  later  repeated  across  the  United  

States.      In  order   to   respect   the  significance  of   the  

church  and  Copley  Square,  the  Hancock  tower  was  

designed  to  celebrate  its  historic  neighbor.  The  glass  

was  chosen  to  reflect  not  only  the  sky,  but  the  church  

itself.  The  offset  angle  of  the  Hancock  tower  responds  

to  historically  important  views  of  Trinity  Church.    

Both   the   Isabella   Stewart   Gardner   Museum   and  

the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  have  wrestled  with  how  

to   expand   their   landmarked   structures   while  

maintaining   their   original   character   and   charm.     

They   are   currently   undergoing   renovations  which  

will   expand   and   enhance   the   iconic   1900's  

buildings  with  the  most  contemporary  and  greenest  

structures.      In   both   instances,   very   light   glass  

pavilions   have   been   added   to   recreate   street   wall  

facades,   complimenting,   respecting   and   revealing  

the  original  structures.

These  are  just  a  few  examples  of  how  Boston  has  

been   building   a   modern   city   while   honoring   the  

character   of   its   historic   neighborhoods   and  

preserving   the  most   significant   historic   buildings.  

Boston   benefitted   from   the   strong   advocacy   of  

historic   preservationists   during   the   early   1970s  

which   put   into   place   regulations   that   made   the  

early   preservation   projects   possible.     This   respect  

for  the  history  of  the  city  is  now  so  ingrained  into  

the   culture   and   the   psyches   of   its   citizens   that   it  

has   become   the   normative   approach   to   the   city's  

planning   and   development.      This   attitude   will  

continue   to   allow  Boston   to   grow   into   the   future  

while  preserving  and  enriching  the  unique  physical  

character  of  the  city.
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