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Nara maintaining its History -­Harmonious 
Coexistence. ( Kofuku-­ji Temple viewing 
from an alley way)

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

<Presenters  Wanted  !  >

City   of   Nara   invites   persons   interested   in  making   a   presentation   based   on   the   following  
themes  in  the  Round  Table  and  Workshop  of  the  12th  World  Conference  of  Historical  Cities.
Those   who   wish   to   make   a   presentation,   please   contact   the   12th   World   Conference   of  
Historical  Cities  Secretariat  (City  of  Nara)  at  +81-­742-­34-­1965(Fax)  or  info@wchc2010-­nara.jp
*Please    note    that    Round    Table    is      for    Mayors      and      Administrative      officials      and    
  Workshop  is  for  experts  and  specialists.

Main  theme:    "Succession  of  Historical  City  with  Creative  Revitalization"

Round  Table  (Meeting  for  Mayors  and  Administrative  officials)

  <Theme  1>
    "Unique  City  Planning  Utilizing  Its  Historical  Characteristics  -­Establishment  of  Identity"
  <Theme  2>
    "City  Maintaining  Its  History  -­Harmonious  Coexistence"

Workshop  (Meeting  for  experts  and  specialists)

  <Theme>  "System  Designing  to  Succeed  Culture  of  Historical  City"
      *Topic  1:    Technical  Succession
      *Topic  2:    Disaster  Prevention  of  Historical  City

    

  

  

  

  

Day  2  (13  Oct.)

AM    Workshop
PM    Round  Table

    (Please  note  that  this  program  is  subject  to  change)

  

  

Day  3  (14  Oct.)

AM    Excursion  to  Heijo  Palace  Site
PM    General  Overview  for  the  Session
              General  Assembly  of  LHC
              Closing  Ceremony

Day  1  (12  Oct.)

AM    Opening  Ceremony
                Keynote  Lecture
PM    Youth  Forum
                Workshop
                
Day4  (15  Oct.)

Post-­conference  Tour  to  Kyoto  (Sponsored  by  the  City  of  Kyoto)
  including  Lunch  hosted  by  the  President  of  LHC,  Mayor  of  Kyoto

*During  the  12th  World  Conference  of  Historical  Cities,  a  painting  contest  "This  is  our  eternal  
    cultural  heritage"  entered  by  children  and  its  exhibition  will  be  held.

Registration:
<Registration  Fee>
  Registration  to  be  made  by  the  end  of  June  2010:  JPY50,000  per  person
  Registration  to  be  made  on  and  after  July  1st:JPY80,000  per  person
  *The  registration  fee  covers  the  followings:
      Participation  for  the  conference  including  excursion  and  Kyoto  tour,  Accommodations  charge  (for  
        3  nights)  in  Nara  and  Meal  expense.  
      JPY20,000  will  be  charged  for  those  who  do  not  need  accommodation.
<Method  of  Registration>
  1.  Internet
  2.  Fax  or  post  the  registration  form
  *Registrations  are  available  from  April  2010  (for  internet,  from  May  2010).  
    For  more  information,  please  visit  the  official  website  at  http://wchc2010-­nara.jp/

Contact:
The  12th  World  Conference  of  Historical  Cities  Secretariat  (City  of  Nara)
      1-­1-­1  Nijyo-­oji  Minami,  Nara  city  630-­8580  Japan    
      Tel  &  Fax:  +81-­742-­34-­1965    E-­mail:  info@wchc2010-­nara.jp
The  League  of  Historical  Cities  Secretariat  (City  of  Kyoto)
      Teramachi-­Oike,  Nakagyo-­ku,  Kyoto  604-­8571  Japan
      Tel:  +81-­75-­222-­3072  Fax:  +81-­75-­222-­3055    E-­mail:  lhcs@city.kyoto.jp

                  <The 12th World Conference of Historical Cities> 

  Period    :  12-­15  October  2010  (Pre-­conference  tour  will  be  provided  on  11  Oct.)
  Theme    :  "Succession  of  Historical  City  with  Creative  Revitalization"  

  Conference  Venue:    
    Nara  Prefectural  New  Public  Hall
    (http://www.shinkokaido.jp/    AM on 12 Oct. for opening ceremony & keynote lecture),
    Nara  Centennial  Hall  (http://www.nara100.com    PM on 12 Oct. onwards)

 Program:
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<Round  Table>
Unique  City  Planning  Utilizing  Its  Historical  

Characteristics  -­Establishment  of  Identity

In   the   past,   people   have   been   evaluating  
historical   cities   by   referring   to   historical  
progress  of  the  cities.  From  the  viewpoint  of  
making   the   ideal   future   of   the   historical  
cities,   however,   it   may   be   time   for   us   to  
think   of   plans   for   the   future.   In   the  
contemporary   world   with   a   change   at   a  
bewildering   pace,   the   process   of  
establishing  the  identities  of  historical  cities  
under   the   residents'   cooperation   should  
awaken   their   pride   in   the   historical   cities,  
thus   showing   the   historical   cities   the   right  
way  to  their  future.  

The   history   of   a   city   is   useful   for   the  
identity   formation   of   the   city.   And   it   is  
important   to   foster   an   awareness   of   each  
citizen   toward   establishing   the   identity   of  
the   historical   city   so   that   the   citizens   can  
tackle  it  positively.  
This  roundtable  meeting  provides  leaders  of  
the   world's   historical   cities   with   an  
opportunity   to   talk   about   the   identity  
formation  methods  of  their  cities.

City  Maintaining  Its  History

                                            -­Harmonious  Coexistence

A   historical   city   has   an   accumulation   of  
precious   cultural   heritage.   The   efforts   of  
people   in   the   past   with   their   idea   of  
harmonious   coexistence   have   been  
supporting  the  cultural  heritage.
Nara   Park,   which   the   City   of   Nara   should  
be   proud   of,   is   regarded   as   a   typical  
example  of  the  above.  

Various  elements  related  to  the  symbiosis  of  
the   historical   city   are   condensed   here.   For  
example,   there   are   temples   and   shrines  
registered   as   World   Heritage   Site,   where  
traditional   events   have   been   held  
continuously.   Also   we   can   see   the   natural  
surroundings   with   the   primeval   forest   on  
Mt.   Kasuga   and   coexistence   with   a  
protected  species  such  as  deer..  The  present  
Nara   Park   formed   on   harmonious  
coexistence   sends   out   many   messages   for  
peace  to  us  as  an  ideal  model.
We   expect   that   the   participants   will  
introduce   what   kinds   of   symbiosis   are  
developed   in   the   world's   historical   cities  
and   that   the   messages   of   peace   will   be  
transmitted   to   the   world   from   this  
conference.

<Workshop>
System   Designing   to   Succeed   Culture  

of  Historical  City

Topic  1:  Technical  Succession

A   number   of   arrangements   are   required   to  
foster   human   resources   who   protect   the  
cultural   heritage   of   historical   cities   and   to  
hand   down   techniques   from   generation   to  
generation  in  order  to  improve  and  maintain  
the  value  of  historical  cities.  The  possession  
of   parts   and   materials   that   support   the  
arrangements   are   required   as  well.  We   can  
say   that   these   requirements   are   social  
structural  problems  that  cannot  be  solved  at  
the  level  of  individual  efforts.

For  example,   the  periodic  reconstruction  of  
Kasuga   Taisha   Shrine   of   Nara   has   been  
continuing   over   1,000   years,   the  
reconstruction   works   are   performed   at   20-­
year   intervals   in   order   to   hand   down  
techniques  from  generation  to  generation.
Additionally,   local   communities   have   been  
supporting   intangible   folk   cultural   heritage  
that   includes   visible   entertainments.   We  
must   establish   the   system   to   hand   down  
traditional  cultures  in  contemporary  society  
where   we   live.   The   system   exists   on   the  
condition   that   we   find   the   value   of  
protecting   the  cultural  heritage  and   that  we  
foster   the   sense   to   protect   the   cultural  
heritage   as   the   lifestyle   of   the   residents   of  
historical  cities.

Topic  2:

Disaster  Prevention  of  Historical  City  

Cultural  heritage  is  always  exposed  to  risks,  
such  as  disaster  and  theft.  An  approach  from  
the   viewpoints   of   both   hardware   and  
software   is   required   to   establish   a   system  
that  protects  cultural  heritage  from  disaster.
From   the   view   point   of   hardware,   it   is  
necessary   for   the   governments   and   local  
public  entitles  to  prepare  disaster  prevention  
measures.   In   addition,   in   the   software  
aspect,   it   is   important   for   the   residents   of  
historical   cities   to   have   a   strong   and  
positive  will  to  protect  their  cultural  heritage  
by  themselves.
The  cultural  heritage  of  each  local  area  has  
been   closely   connected   to   the   lives   of   the  
community,   as   a   core   of   local   identity   and  
contributes  to  the  attractive  city  planning  of  
the  area.

Now,  the  comprehensive  disaster  prevention  
measures  are   in  demand,  which  organically  
connect   the   local   arrangements   and  
administrative   plans   for   the   protection   of  
cultural  heritage.
This   workshop   meeting   is   an   opportunity  
where   the   participants   are   expected   to  
discuss   their   pioneering   approaches   and  
action  assignments.

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

The    sub-­themes  for  the  12th  World  Conference  of  Historical  Cities  have    been    decided  

as      written    in    the    bottom    part    of    the    page  4.    The    following    is    the    summary    of    the  

presentation  made  by  Mr.  Ikuo  Tanabe,    Director    General      of    the    Planning    Committee    

for    the  12th  Conference  at  the  board  meeting  about  the  themes.    The  Secretariat  hopes  

the  following  helps  readers  understand  the  idea  of  those  themes  well.
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A scene of "Kasuga Bugaku" Participants 
will enjoy the viewing after dinner on the 
second day of the conference.
*Photo:  Courtesy  of  Nara  City  Tourist  Association  



          
              





          

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


