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The League of
Historical Cities
Secretariat

International Relations Office,

City of Kyoto

Teramachi Oike, Nakagyo-ku,

Kyoto 604-8571, Japan

Phone: +81-75-222-3072

Fax: +81-75-222-3055

E-mail: Ihcs@city.kyoto.jp

URL: http://www.city.kyoto.jp/
somu/kokusai/lhcs/

WORLD HISTORICAL CITIES
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OROCE W | challenges to
cultural heritage value and solutions”, the 13th World
Conference of Historical Cities in Hue, Vietnam has
attracted the attention of 186 representatives from 30
cities of 14 countries and regions of all over the world.
We were highly impressed by the coming of mayors,
experts and young people from faraway regions to
Hue to participate in the Conference and to share their
experiences in safeguarding and promoting cultural
heritage values

The 3-days conference was not long enough for the
representatives to present their orientation policies,
action plans as well as top solutions regarding the
heritage preservation in the globalization trend. But
follow -up discussions have introduced a wealth of
practical and valuable experiences on management
policies, encouragement of people's support and
realization of legal provisions in the task of preserving
and promoting heritage value in the historical cities
which were different from history development and
context of socio-economic background.

Every presentation was varied and multifaceted in
form and content. Regarding the roundtable for
mayors, almost all presentations gave a detailed
description of practical experience in figuring out
solutions for heritage preservation. In addition to
sharing experience, this section also helped the
planning authorities to visualize prospects and
scenarios to protect both tangible and intangible
cultural heritage against natural disaster, effect of
people and particularly the globalization trend.
Defining and recognizing heritage occur not only at
national level but also at international one. Once again,
I would like to express my deep gratitude to presenters
for their thoughtful and enthusiastic presentations.

For the expert workshop, the presentations referred in
depth to technical solutions, and initiatives in the
purpose of using industrial heritage while keeping its
historical value. Throughout human history, industrial
heritage has always kept its purpose to meet demands
of human in various forms. To me, this section served
as a foundation to assess and look back at the

industrialization process of each nation. Storing
traditional and industrial products are essential
because the future generation draws inspiration for
creating new products from them. The subtheme "
Challenges and solutions to industrial heritage" was
thoroughly exploited.

Another successful forum for the youth was conducted
in parallel. With the subtheme of "Youth awareness
and actions in promoting traditional heritage values",
the presentations provided an overall overview of
youth to heritage safeguarding in many aspects such as
engagement in environmental protection, enhancement
of education, cultural exchange, uese of internet to
share information, dissemination of culture through
facebook... Youth participants demonstrated their
thoughts from the point of view that they are the future
generation and owner of heritages. Through the
conference, the youth had a good chance to exchange
their opinions and built up a solidarity, a major
foundation for sharing collective intellect in order to
safeguard and promote heritage value, friendship and
peace in the world.

After over two years' preparation for the 13th World
Conference of Historical Cities, we have received
many valuable recommendations from the Members
of Historical Cities, especially from the secretariat of
the League of Historical Cities and the responsibly
voluntary engagement of local and international
organizations, related agencies and students from Hue
University in serving the conference with the aim of
creating a friendly and safe environment for
participants while their stay in Hue. And I do hope that
our efforts have brought to you much comfort during
the Conference. [ wish that the same kind of friendship
and enthusiasm would be enlivened in the 14th World
Conference of Historical Cities, and that the spirit of
Hue Declaration, which received abundant views
contributed by you all, would be turned into action in
each historical city. And we would continue our
endeavors to share our experience of heritage
preservation, using this as a tool to promote
understandings among nations for the sake of peace.
We do hope that the core message adopted in Hue
Declaration will be propagated to historical cities
throughout the world.

Finally, I hope that all the activities of the League of
Historical Cities will be developed more and more in
the future and their outcomes will be put into practice
so as to create cooperative and friendly citiy network.

On behalf of the leaders and people of Hue City, I
would like to express my sincere thanks to all
participants and wish you all the best. May the 14th
World Conference of Historical Cities due to take
place in Yangzhou, China be highly successful.

The 14th World Conference of Historical Cities in 2014
City of Yangzhou, China

Foreign Affairs of Yangzhou Municipality

8 Wenchan xi lu, City of Yangzhou, China
Phone: +86-514-87782312

Fax: +86-514-87782309
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