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17th World Conference of Historical Cities: 

“Historical and cultural heritage as the basis of national and regional identity” 

23-26 June 2021, Kazan, Russian Federation 

The 17th World Conference of Historical Cities was held successfully from June 23 to 

26 in Kazan, Russian Federation. The Conference brought together Mayors, members of the 

League of Historic Cities, experts in the field of preservation of native languages, folk 

traditions, and folklore from all over the world. The event attracted 33 speakers from Japan, 

Russia, France, Turkey, China, Poland, Romania, Moldova, Slovenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

and others in 4 thematic sessions over 2 days. In total, 65 cities from 19 countries of the world 

enjoyed to the Conference, of which 39 cities are members of the League of Historic Cities. 

The livestream on the website was watched by about 500 participants. The recordings 

and photographs of all the events of the Conference are available on the website 

http://lhc2021.kzn.ru/. 

At the Clothing Ceremony held on June 25, the Kazan Declaration was adopted. Please 

view the following for details: 

 

KAZAN DECLARATION 

 17th World Conference of Historical Cities: 

“Historical and cultural heritage as the basis of national and regional 

identity”  

 

23-26 June 2021, Kazan, Russian Federation 
 

 We, the Mayors, political leaders and experts in the field of preserving the heritage of 

cities all over the world, have gathered at the 17th World Conference of Historical Cities in 

June 2021 in the capital of the Republic of Tatarstan - the city of Kazan - and endorse the 

following: 

1. Historical and cultural heritage is a basis for the successful development of civilization, 

the intellectual potential of countries and a key instrument for strengthening dialogue 

between multi-ethnic and multi-religious communities. The preservation, protection, 

promotion and effective use of historical heritage and the protection of global 

environment as their prerequisites remain a priority in the era of globalization. Today, 

we are faced with the common challenge of accelerating the development of the global 

information society, the economy, the means of transportation, and the integration of 

nations into the world system. The worldwide process of globalization has made it 

possible to expand cultural ties among peoples, whereas it has threatened to undermine 

cultural identity. Our aim is to ensure the preservation of historical heritage sites, the 

http://lhc2021.kzn.ru/


identity of peoples, the accessibility of cultural heritage sites to everyone, and the 

dissemination of cultural (material and spiritual) values to the younger generation. 

2. Every individual is linked to the past, present and future, and rooted in the history, 

traditions of the family and its people. The participation of every citizen in the 

flourishing of the cultural environment and respect for traditions and culture shape the 

life orientations of the individual. We commit ourselves to preserving and restoring 

historical and cultural monuments that are cherished memory of the people. 

3. It is very important for us to carry out renovation works and to preserve the historical 

appearance of the cities and tourist sites. It is the historical and cultural potential of 

settlements and small towns that can serve as a special resource for economic and social 

development, help to create cultural and tourist programs, increase employment, support 

education, and enhance patriotism. 

4. The diversity of languages is one of the main aspects of cultural diversity, since 

language is a reflection of the consciousness of people, a means of transmitting cultural 

experiences and self-expression. The challenge of preserving cultural and linguistic 

diversity is being discussed worldwide. Our mission is to prevent the decline of the 

languages of small ethnic groups and the extinction of the languages in general. 

5. The other most important task for us is the preservation of cultural identity, which can be 

achieved by preserving the ethnic characteristics of different peoples and creating a 

single cultural space. Cultural identity can be expressed through the preservation of 

ethnic languages, and through the identification of an individual with an appropriate set 

of traditions, values, customs and many others. Over the course of a lifetime, a person 

manages to learn about only a small part of the cultural heritage. Therefore, we are 

committed not only to introducing the established cultural values to the current 

generation, but also to passing on the national heritage to the next generations and to 

mutually enriching different cultures with this heritage. 

6. Given the current situation with the COVID-19 pandemic, we should best ensure that the 

population has access to culture through the use of online technologies and digital 

platforms.  

7. We consider it our duty to preserve the continuity and connection of generations, 

historical memory as a support of consciousness, the formation of humanistic attitudes 

and universal values among students based on cultural heritage. It is easier for a person 

who has these ideas to get closer to other people, to sympathize with them, and to take 

part in a dialogue with representatives of different cultures. 



 Therefore, we are committed to developing the culture, preserving the languages, 

histories and traditions of the peoples of the world, promoting the peaceful coexistence of 

different ethnic groups within the cities and passing on cultural values to future generations 

as a national treasure, and achieving the SDGs by these efforts. 

Kazan, June 25, 2021 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



<Period> 

23-26 June 2021, Kazan, Russian Federation 

<Theme> 

“Historical and cultural heritage as the basis of national and regional identity”  

<Program> 

Day 1 (June 24) 

10.00–11.00 Opening Ceremony & Keynote Speech 

Performance of the XVII World Conference of Historic Cities 2021 anthem 

11.15-11.45 Rite of collecting gifts 

14.15-15.50 Session 1. Ethnic harmony within a large city. 

(Presentations by 7 city representatives) 

16.20-17. 50 Session 2. Historical and cultural heritage in COVID-19 pandemic. 

(Presentations by 8 city representatives)                    

Day 2 (June 25) 

09.00-10.20 Session 3. Preservation and development of native languages in a multiethnic 

environment. 

(Presentations by 6 city representatives) 

10.50-12.10 Session 4. Connection of the past, present and future: ancient traditions in 

modern conditions. 

(Presentations by 8 city representatives) 

13.30-14.20 General Assembly 

14.50-15.50 Closing Ceremony & Keynote Speech. Final declaration announcement 

 

 

 

 



Participants  

Member cities Non Member Cities 

Kazan 

Syzran 

Izhevsk 

Vladimir 

Nanking 

Zhengzhou 

Dujiangyan 

Chengdu 

Wuxi 

Xi'an 

Matsue 

Kyoto 

Himeji 

Nara 

Gyeongju 

Andong 

Kanazawa 

Semnan 

Yazd 

Isfahan 

Ardabil 

Kashan 

Shiraz 

Paris 

Bursa 

Istanbul 

Konya 

Hue 

Krakow 

Alba Iulia 

Constanta 

Wigan City 

Chiang Mai 

Riga 

Budapest 

Ljubljana 

Sarajevo 

Vein 

Montreal 

 

St. Petersburg 

Cheboksary 

Penza 

Omsk 

Krasnodar 

Suzdal 

Yoshkar-Ola 

Sviyazhsk 

Nizhnekamsk 

Kazan 

Tolyatti 

Astrakhan 

Kotelniki 

Petrozavodsk 

Sarapul 

Yaroslavl 

Moscow 

Dimitrovgrad 

Sergiev Posad 

Velikiy Novgorod 

Xiamen 

Harbin 

Shenyang 

Wuhan 

Taiyuan 

Kishinev 

Yakutzk 

65, of which 39 are members 

 


