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The 7
th

 World Conference of Historical Cities held in 

Montpellier, France from July 5 to 8, 2000.
 

The 7
th
 World Conference of Historical Cities was held from July 5 to 8 in France, and its outcome was very 

successful. 53 cities (24 countries) gathered from all over the world and had meaningful discussions on the 

future of the historical cities under the theme of “History of Value”. 

In the General Assembly, the Montpelier Declaration was adopted. Please view the following for details: 

MONTPELIER DECLARATION 

OF THE 7TH WORLD CONFERENCE OF HISTORICAL CITIES 

On the occasion of the 7th Conference of the League of Historical Cities, the members representing the cities listed 

below hereby undertake to comply with the following articles: 

 

1. To define and implement a truly coherent architectural approach with overall urban integration, within the 

framework of urban development expressing the historical dimension of the city, while remaining open to 

contemporary creation. This approach demands overall urban regulations (global defining Strategy, protection of 

sites and the environment, transport and ecomobility) and an urban policy providing an integral and sustainable 

urban development Strategy. 

 

2. To affirm the historical quality of our cities and to respect the cultural and ideological diversity endemic to the 

history of the city and national legislation; making this diversity a part of the cultural-mosaic of the world, rather 

than neutralizing it. 

 

3. To strive to ensure that the globalization generated by the new economy, the emergence of networks and peripheral 

flows develop in harmony with the importance of the city's historical heritage giving historical cities the opportunity 

to extend their influence worldwide. 

 

4. To ensure that the development of tourism, the preservation of the patrimony and the environment take place in the 

interests of the permanent population,so that the wealth derived from economic activities is equally distributed, in 

order to enlist the support of the local inhabitants confronted with the presence of tourism. 

 

5. To report their actions and any difficulties encountered in regarding the objectives defined in article 1 to 4. 

 

Montpellier, July 7, 2000 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


